Reaching across the pond: a global exchange between health systems.
This article describes a unique programme begun in 2001 through a partnership between the historic St Bartholomew's Hospital and the London National Health Service Trust, in London, England and Valley Health in Winchester, Virginia, USA. Dubbed the RN International Exchange Program, selected registered nurses have the opportunity to experience first-hand healthcare delivery in another country and participate in a creative way of expanding knowledge about nursing. Professional nurses are persistent in seeking new ways to enhance nursing practice and improve patient care. This happens in several ways, including academic study, research, continuing education and dialogue with other healthcare professionals. One method to advance nursing practice is through the sharing of knowledge between nurses, both at home and across the globe. Participating nurses see this type of global educational opportunity as a once-in-a-lifetime experience that could never be duplicated in the traditional classroom setting.